H. Th. von Heuglin on a new African Zosterops. 357 


28. Nycricorax VIOLACEUS, Linn.; Baird, Rep. p. 679; 
Moore, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 63. 
Included in Mr. Moore's list of the birds collected by Leyland. 


=—— 


XL.— On a new African Species of the Genus Zosterops. 
By Tx. von Hevenrn*, 


(Plate XIII.) 


THE genus Zosterops (a very circumscribed and very distinct one, 
though not very rich in species) is found over nearly the whole of 
Africa, in Madagascar, Australia, some parts of Northern Asia, 
and in the Southern Indian Islands. 1 discovered a new species 
in the high mountainous distriets of Abyssinia, easily to be 
distinguished by its very large eyes and eye-rings, and by its 
breast and upper abdomen being of a pure grey. In my “List 
of N.E. African Birds," printed in the * Transactions of the 
Vienna Academy,’ I have enumerated this new species under 
the name of Z. euryophthalma, but now I prefer changing this 
name into | 


ZOSTEROPS POLIOGASTRA. (Pl. XIII.) 

Supra virescenti-flava ; superciliis gutture et subcaudalibus sul- 
phureis; pectore et epigastrio obsolete cinereis ; abdomine 
medio pallidiore; remigibus et rectricibus fuliginosis, extus 
virescenti-flavo marginatis, illis intus basin versus albidis ; 
subalaribus albis, flexuram ale versus virescente tinctis ; 
tectricibus cauda superioribus fere totis flavis; macula 
nigra inter oculum et rietum ; regione parotica viridi-nigri- 
cante; annulo periophthalmico nitide sericeo-albo ; tibiis 
griseis, flavescente tinctis ; rostro nigerrimo ; pedibus plum- 
beis ; iride brunnea. 

Long. 4! 3; vostr. a fr. 4; al. 2" 5"; caud. 1" 9"; tars. 8", 
The male is a little more brightly coloured than the female. 

The first primary is 2” shorter than the second, third, and fourth, 

which are the longest. This pretty species lives on the high- 

lands of Abyssinia; I found it there in the month of February 
and March in wooded districts, on JZuphorbie and olive-trees, at 


an elevation of 10-11,000 feet. 
* Translated and edited by Dr. G. Hartlaub. 
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The well-known African species of Zosterops are the following : 


a. ZOSTEROPS. 

l. Z. CAPENSIS, Sundev. 
Olivaceo-viridis, subtus sordide cinereo-albida; gula cerissoque 

flavis; loris nigro-fuscis, linea superiore flavescente ; hypo- 
chondriis grisescentibus ; ; annulo periophthalmico nitide 
albo; rostro nigro; iride brunnea. 

Long. Agr, rostr. a fr. 4!!; al. 2! 3"; tars. 83, 

Syn. Sundev. Öfvers. af Kongl. Vetensk. Akad. Förhandl. 
1850, p. 102. Le Tchéric, Le Vaill. Ois. d’Afr. pl. 182. Z.Vail- 
lantii, Reichenb. Meropin. p. 89, t. 460. figs. 3281-86; Grill, 
Zool. Anteckn. p. 38. 

Inhabits the most southern portion of Africa. Common about 
Cape Town (Wahlb.); Victoria, &c. Stationary and solitary in 
Central, North, and Eastern Abyssinia (Heuglin, Rüppell, &e.). 

With Sundevall and Reichenbach, we believe the very nearly 
allied Madagascar species to be distinct. It is a smaller bird, 
and wants the dark, blackish lores. 


2. Z. MADAGASCARIENSIS (L.). 

Supra cum alis et cauda olivacea, capitis lateribus olivaceis ; an- 
nulo periophthalmico nitide albo; mento et gula flavis- 
simis; pectore abdomineque albido-cinerascentibus ; sub- 
caudalibus, cruribus et subalaribus flavis ; rostro nigricanti- 
corneo, basi mandibule pallida; pedibus brunnescentibus. 

Long.33-33"; rostr.a fr.42"'; a]. 1" 11! caud.a bas.14"; tars.7'". 
Syn. Ficedula madagasc. minor, Briss. Orn. i. p. 498, pl. 27. 
fig. 2. Motacilla madagasc., L. Sylvia annulosa, Sw. Zool. 

Illustr. pl. 164. Z. flavigula, Sw. Menag. p. 294; Reichenb. 

l. c. p. 90, t. 460. fig. 3289; Hartl. Orn. Madag. p. 40. 

Specimens from Bernier and Goudot in the Paris Museum. Our 
description 1s from a fine specimen in the Stuttgardt collection. 


9. Z. LATERALIS, Sundev. 

Supra pallide olivaceo-viridis, .subtus albida, lateribus griseo- 
fulvescentibus; gutture crissoque flavis; lovis flavis; gula 
leviter fulvescente tincta; annulo periophthalmico conspi- 
cue albo; rostro nigricante. 

Long. Al; al. 29/12! ars; 8", 
Syn. Sundev. Öfvers. Kongl. Vetensk. Ak. Förhandl. 1850, 

p. 101. Z. abyssinica, Guér. Rev. Zool. 1848, p. 162. 
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Upper Caffraria (Wahlb.). Abyssinia (Galinier et Ferret). 

There can be but little doubt about the identity of the North- 
eastern and the South-African bird. Sundevall himself seems 
to believe in it, but not feeling quite sure about the meaning 
of Guérin’s expression “ pulveris colore," prefers giving a new 
name to the Caffrarian Zosterops. 


4. Z. POLIOGASTRA, Heugl. 


5. Z. PALLIDA, Swains. 


Pallide griseo-olivascens, subtus flavescenti-alba, abdomine et 
hypochondriis isabellino tinctis; alis et cauda pallide brun- 
neis; subalaribus albis; subcaudalibus stramineis. 

Long. circa 32". 
Syn. Swains. Anım. in Menag. p. 294. 
South Africa (Burchell). 


6. Z. cHLORONOTOS (Vieill.). 


Capite, collo et interscapulio ardesiaco-cineraceis, pileo paulum 
olivaceo lavato; tergo, uropygio, alarum tectricibus remi- 
gumque marginibus externis lete flavo-virentibus, mento 
et gula albidis; pectore cinerascente; subalaribus albis; 
hypochondrüs rufescentibus; subcaudalibus dilute flavis ; 
annulo periophthalmico niveo ; rostro brunneo, subtus palli- 
diore; pedibus pallidis. 

Long. 3" 10"; rostr. a fr. 53"; al. 1" 10"; caud. 15"; tars. 7", 


Syn. Certhia chloronotos, Vieill. Ois. Dor. pl. 28. C. bor- 
bonica, Gm. Zosterops curvirostris, Swains. D. W. Afr. ii. Z. cur- 
virostris, Blyth, Journ. As. Soc. Beng. xiv. p. 363; Reichenb. 
fig. 3287; Hartl. Orn. Madag. p. 44. 

Madagascar, Mauritius, Bourbon. 

The description ıs from a fine specimen in the Bremen col- 
lection. 


7. Z. HESITATA, Hartl. 


Supra in fundo cinerascenti-olivaceo induta, sincipite subnigri- 
cante; subtus cinerea ; abdomine imo conspicue rufescente, 
uropygio, remigum et rectricum marginibus externis lzetius 
virentibus; annulo circa oculum niveo; subcaudalibus di- 
lute flavis ; rostro nigro ; pedibus pallidis. 

Long. 4/'; rostr. a fr. 53"; caud. 15"; tars. 8"; dig. med. 6". 
Syn. Hartl. Orn. Madag. p. 41. 
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Bourbon (Leclancher). Two specimens in the Paris collec- 
tion. A very large species. 


8. Z. sENEGALENSIS, Donap. 

Supra lete virescenti-flava, subtus pure et dilute flava; lineola 
nigra inter oculum et rictum; annulo periophthalmico 
pide albo; subalaribus flavis; rostro et pedibus nigrican- 
tibus. 

Long 44"; rostr. a fr. 43; al. 1" 11"; caud. 19"; tars. 62". 

Syn. Z. flava, Swains. B. W. Afr. i. p. 49, pl. 8. Z. citrina, 
Hartl. Beitr. Orn. Westafr. p. 22. Z. senegalensis, Bp. Consp. 
p. 399; Reichenb. Meropin. p. 90, fig. 3288; Hartl. Syst. Orn. 
Westafr. p. 72. Z. icterovirens, Herz. v. Würt. Icon. ined. 
t. 41. b. 

Inhabits Senegambia. The description is taken from a speci- 
men from the Casamanse River. Atbara (Herz. v. Würt.). A 
careful and repeated examination of the very fine figure in the 
Duke of Wiirtemberg’s * Icones ineditæ’ leaves me no doubt as 
to the identity of his Z. icterovirens with the well-known Senegal 
species, Z. senegalensis. 


9, Z. VIRENS, Sundev. 

Flavo-viridis ; gastreo flavo, exceptis hypochondriis conspicue 
virescentibus; loris nigris, superne flavis; rostro nigro; 
pedibus fuscis. 

Long. 44"; al. 2! 97; tars. 54". 
Syn. Zosterops virens, Sundev. Öfvers. Kongl. Vetensk. Akad. 

Förhandl. 1850, p. 101. 

Inhabits Upper Caffraria (Wahlb.). 
Nearly allied to the preceding, but larger and greener. Cer- 
tainly distinct. 


b. MALACIROPS. 


10. Z. BORBONICA (Briss.). 

Supra cinerea, subtus alba, lateribus pallide brunnescente lavatis ; 
rectricibus et remigibus fuscis, his dorsi colore fimbriatis ; 
subalaribus et subcaudalibus albis; rostro fusco ; pedibus 
pallidis. 

Long. 4"; rostr. a fr. 4; al. 2" 1! ; caud. 1! 9! ; tars. 7a, 
Syn. Ficedula borbonica, Briss. Orn. iii. p. 510, pl. 28. fig. 8. 
Le petit Simon de Bourbon, Duft. Pl. Enl. 105. fig. 2; Hartl. 
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Ornith. Madag. p. 40. Malacirops borbonica, Bonap. Notes s. 1. 
Coll. Del. p. 56; Reichenb. fig. 3290. Figuier de Isle de France, 
Buff. (Motacilla mauritiana, Gm.?). Z. cinerea, Swains. ? 

Found in Madagascar and the Mascarene Islands. A speci- 
` men received from Goudot in the Paris collection is a little more 
brownish ; perhaps a female. 


€. SPEIROPS. 
11. Z. tucusris, Hartl. 


Supra olivacea, pileo nigricante, uropygio viridi-flavescente ; 
fasciola inter rictum et oculum annuloque periophthalmico, 
hoc minus conspicue, albis ; subalaribus et flexura al» pure 
albis; gutture pallide cinerascente ; pectore et abdomine 
dilute brunnescenti-olivaceis; rostro brunneo; pedibus 
carneis; iride nigra. 

Long. 572"; rostr. a fr. 44"; al. 282"; caud. 2"; tars. 84, 
Syn. Zosterops lugubris, Hartl. Rev. Zool. 1848, p. 108; Id. 

Beitr. z. Orn. Westafr. p. 49; 1d. Abhandl. Naturw. Ver. Hamb. 

ii. p. 49, t. 2. fig. med. ; Id. Syst. Orn. Westafr. p. 72. Speirops 

lugubris, Reichenb. Merop. p. 93, fig. 3306. 

Confined to the Island of St. Thomas. We have examined 

two specimens (Hamb. Mus.). i 

Less typical. The largest Zosteropine species of Africa. 


XLI.—A Fortnight in the Dobrudscha. . 
By W. H. Sımrson, M.A., F.Z.S. 
Tue Austrian steamer from Constantinople to Galatz being 
caught in a gale of wind off Varna, on Sunday, April 15, 1860, 
was obliged to run for shelter behind the point of Kalı Akra, 
the eastern horn of Baltschik Bay, where she lay for thirty-six 
hours, secure from the furious nor’-easter, which drove the seud 
at hurricane speed just over the 300 feet cliffs that protected us 
from its fury. This is the first view which the traveller from 
the south has of the coast of the Dobrudscha, and if he has pre- 
viously indulged in the popular error that that region is a low- 
lying swamp, he will here have an opportunity for correcting his 
geography. But unless he wishes to find himself alone in the 
midst of a somewhat lawless Turkish population, he will hardly 
eare to land here in order to improve his ornithology, though 
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